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* When Dad became frustrated with what was going on in the house, he
sometimes became violent towards Mum.When the mother was violated

by the father, she would move in with the children to the maternal
family home, and after a while she would return home. The children
were also sometimes beaten by their father.
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*Again, the mother took refuge in the maternal family home after severe violence
from the father, but when the mother tried to return home again, the maternal
relatives told the mother that they would not give her the children alone. In the end,
only the mother returned home, but she got into trouble when she tried to pick up
the children from the school where the sisters were attending. The Child Guidance
Center was contacted by the school, and the children were placed in temporary
custody. The parents filed a complamt with the Child Guidance Center. Later, the
relatives of both parents joined in the fight for the children who had been placed n
temporary custodp The staff member in charge received several calls a day asking for
the children's return
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Duration

First Incident

Worst incident

Last incident

(.

Actions

When eldest daughter started primary
school (three years ago), her mother
began to have occasional (about once a
year) overdoses. Sometimes alcohol is
added, which makes the situation even
worse. She can no longer take care of her
children (feeding them, taking them to
school, etc.).

The last year or so has been particularly
bad, and every three months or so.
Recently, a small argument between her
parents has turned into a violent quarrel.
There have been three occasions when the
police have been called.

Each her

maternal grandmother would rush in to

time, maternal aunt and
help. Her mother always went to live with
her maternal aunt. They would discuss
whether or not they should split up, but in
the end they would always go back
together.

It calms down for a while, but the tension
soon builds up again.

In tense periods, the whole family
becomes tense. The father drinks alcohol
every day. When he drank, he would shout

loudly over trivial things and sometimes

slap the children in the face if they made

Three years ago, when she was
drinking alcohol, she became
anxious and took a lot of
prescribed  medicines,  which

caused her to become very drunk.
The mother had been seeing a
and had been
sleeping  pills

psychotherapist
prescribed and
tranquilisers.

When his father came home from
work, he found his mother and
scolded her severely. The mother
The father
the

mother down and hit her several

berated the father.

became furious, pushed
times on the face with his slaps.
The mother called to her aunt for
help, who rushed in and took the
mother and the children away.
After that, the parents had a
meeting with the aunt and the
and

maternal grandmother,

decided to start all over again.

When
grade (two years ago), she had a

sister was in the first

serious problem and she and her
mother had to stay with her aunt
on my mother's side for about a
month.

Again, the mother was drinking
and taking prescription drugs.
Dad was drinking heavily too.
The father became angry at the
mother's behaviour and punched
her severely. Her nose bled and
her face was swollen. No bones
were broken, but she had to go
to the hospital for a while.

At that time, she thought about
her

grandparents came to the house

divorce, but paternal

and had a talk with her, and they

decided to start all over again.

o This was an incident that resulted
in temporary protection. On this
occasion, the parents got into a
quarrel over a trivial matter and the
mother was slapped by the father.
The mother got angry and took them
both to her aunt's place. However,
on the third day, the mother tried to
return to the father, so the aunt told
the mother that she would not return
the children. In the end, only the

mother returned home.




Duration First Incident Worst incident Last incident
1T @ | once every three months). the children

Actions | was never injured.

The mother has never been seriously
injured, but her face has been swollen two
or three times. The children have seen
their mother at this time.

Severity | There is intermittent violence from the | The children had seen many | The violence of the father |, It has become an annual event.
father to the mother and from the father | quarrels between couples, but | against the mother was the most | The children have been swept away
to the children. Violence from the father | never before had they seen the | violent ever. The children were | by their mother's behaviour, but they
to the mother occurs in front of the | mother so severely intoxicated, or | shown this all the time. This was | do as she says.
children every three months. Violence | the father so violent towards the | the only time when both mother
against the children occurs for different | mother. and children were trembling
reasons than violence against the mother, with fear.
also in a three-month cycle. It does not
happen often enough to make it
impossible to look after the children, but it
does happen every three months or so.

Impact | The children were frightened at first, but | The children began to cling to | It was a very traumatic |, When there is trouble between
in the last year or so, they have been | their mother all the time. They | experience. The younger sister, | parents, children are more likely to
allowed to play peacefully beside the | complained of anxiety when their | in particular, spent a lot of time | be unconcerned than frightened.
violence as it happens. When the violence | mother was not there. They would | in a daze or frozen in place. My | They are less likely to show emotion.
stops, they run to their mother and | cry at the slightest thing, or wake | sister went from acting cheerful
comfort her. She has become like a | up suddenly at night and cry out. | to suddenly crying for a while.
bartender to her mother. This is a child | This was particularly noticeable
who has experienced domestic violence up | with her sister.
close. Fear and rejection of the father are
very strong.
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* Therefore, a joint meeting was held with the relatives of both sides of
the conflict. The participants were the members of the genogram, and
the child guidance center was represented by a staff member and two
facilitators. The children did not participate in the meeting.
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*The meeting turned into a heated argument between the paternal and
maternal relatives. Both sides had different perceptions of the harm that had
already occurred to the children (harms) that were addressed in the mapping.
The mother underestimated the DV (father's violence against the mother),
saying that it was not that big of a deal. Then, her mother's relatives shouted at
her, "Have you forgotten the twisted face you made? When the relatives tried
to summarize the dangers that might occur in the future for the child if the
situation continued as it was, the relatives argued fiercely about their concerns
for the future.




BRI, RITOHREmEA T FFELEEFTITNL, TEHIT (LA T
LES ] &FTEWVT -, @?&ﬁfﬁk&ot.ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ,?E%t
HLbAMEHO L LICRETZ EIcou f HhSFTKNTHo7. L2rL, RS
BHER I L CFEL b DBRRICEsTe 2D —T7574 - 77 v %1EAC
kcomf LgbgTML% !ﬁﬁ%m,:@k%?E%tbﬁﬁ%@

ICFAZEBHmALWEAS L oTnwi2, BEBAXICIET - 7261
i—%4V7M,?®ﬂﬁththH<&OTmt.

In particular, the mother's relatives went so far as to say that if the parents
continued to raise the child, the child would "die. The atmosphere became
uncomfortable. The maternal relatives were against the idea of returning the
children to their parents. However, they reluctantly agreed to work with the
paternal family to create a safety plan for the children when they returned
home. The maternal relatives knew that the children would not want to return
to their parents at this time. The joint meeting started after noon, and it was
getting darker outside the window.
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-Then, with the support of the paternal relatives, the
parents submitted a detailed safety plan that was several
pages long. The plan outlined how the relatives would be
involved in an emergency and how they would keep the
child safe. It also mentioned that the paternal relatives
would be living with them for the time being.
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*The mother continued to meet with the children. At first,
the children stubbornly refused to see their father, but
their attitude eventually softened when he explained that
their paternal grandmother lived with him. When the
children were able to meet their father, he apologized for
the violence he had inflicted on them.
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*The safety plan was further discussed. The safety plan created by
the parents did not include any maternal relatives among the safety
persons. The Child Guidance Center requested that the maternal
relatives be included as the bottom line. However, the paternal
relatives were reluctant to do so because of their deep conflict with
the maternal relatives, but they reluctantly agreed to the inclusion
of the maternal relatives in the safety person chosen by the child.
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«When I asked for a safety person other than a relative, he said that
he might be able to ask a neighbor who was a former police officer.
So my parents and the child guidance center went to ask for help.
The ex-police officer was very strict and gave us a hard time, but he
promised that he would talk to the children every morning when
thef went to school. The parents explained the safety plan to the

ﬁhi dren using Words & Pictures, and the children decided to go
ome.
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*The maternal relatives were against the idea of the children being
taken in by the parents, but they agreed to keep in touch with the
children. The parents also agreed to allow the children to see their
maternal relatives, although they would not meet them.

One month after the ex officio temporary custody, the children
returned to their parents.
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« Danger Statement (DS)

« The mother has been taking care of the children warmly even
though she 1s not feeling well. The children love her very much.
The father has taken time out of his busy work schedule to spend

time with the children on camping trips and fishing. We have heard
how much they want to take care of their family.

-ﬁ%éhﬁ%%ﬁ%mﬁﬁf%%#<%E%@ﬁ%%Lf%iL
2. L bl IADZ kﬁiﬁﬁ??f?‘ BRRIAZTICL
WEEBEoH T, TELEbEFY TSI ToRD, FID T B
Wz RUicdncxF L7~ qﬁﬁ#%%%ﬁw L7-0WaiEH
o N R A e F L AR Y D - P




e L2rL, FARHHABH -T2 LT, BRIADBBLEIALICE
ﬁ%&%ofhi SBME FED-BICREEZ 2586 2 &
HNIE, 7B REFEDLDBICRDOI I B 525D Tk

usﬁsk@@at“(mi?

« However, 1if, for whatever reason, children continue to be exposed
to situations in which their fathers are violent towards their
mothers, we fear that this will have a negative impact on them in
the following ways
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« When a father hits a mother so hard that her face swells and the children see 1it,
they are witnesses of domestic violence.When the mother is violated and goes
back to her parents' house or takes refuge with her aunt, the children may see
her arguing with them, or the police may be present, which can make the
children feel extremely uneasy and make them feel that they are responsible.



X, BEICEBERIALEZELHEEINT WA
%i‘méﬁoiﬂt@m ELTHLITKZ

X 91C, EERT
LTS, ABICINE, BEbEX DXL R5, ]
ici 3, XFIFEh Erleiﬂiffwlk%#ﬁ?ﬁr”h A

GnE b TWwET., IHICEEDHIE IO IE
7B 8 b LT\ F 7,

« Witnessing domestic violence, as fathers have already told
us, can leave a huge psychological scar, even if the violence
does not occur directly. Studies have shown that it can lead
to restlessness, violence, various physical symptoms,
delinquency, and truancy. In addition, recent studies have
shown that there are organic effects on the brain.
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* In addition, when mothers are not feeling well or fathers are working night
shifts and need their children to be quiet, violating children to make them
quiet because they are noisy or don't listen to what they say will only give them
the fear of violence, which I believe 1s not a form of discipline. Not only that,
but 1t 1s expected that they will develop negative feelings toward their father, as
Three Houses did, and even refuse to interact with him. In addition, even if
you take it easy, the difference in strength between children and adults 1s
obvious, and it is undeniable that unexpected serious injuries may occur.
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« We would like you to Work with the people who support
your family and keep your child safe to develop a "safety
plan" that will ensure the following

» Introduce us to several (more than two) people who can
keep your child safe.
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In situations where discipline is necessary or where strict guidance
1s required, we are able to avoid violence in situations where we
would have hit the children in the past, and we are able to
admonish them with words until they understand. In addition, the
children have been able to live without seeing violence between
their parents or problems between relatives. At all times, the
children are 1n a clean house, their clothes and food are taken care
of and they are always looked after by adults. The children have a
relationship with their parents in which they feel secure in the
knowledge that they will be punished if they do something wrong,
but will never be beaten, ang can even be selfish at times. They feel
safe to invite their friends to their home and show off their parents.
[ would like to see the family raising their children as the "suzuki"
tamily, where the policies that the father mentioned, such as
educating the children about food, etc., are thoroughly followed.
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» If the safety plan has been in place for one year, we (the
Child Consultation Section of the City of 00) will pass the
safety plan on to those who will keep the children safe.
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* In any of these situations where the parents are tense, he never en%ages the
child in any way that causes confusion or fear. Also, in situations where the
father is irritated by the children's behaviour, he is able to talk to them calmly
and admonish them.

* The number 10 indicates that the children feel completely at ease living with
their parents.

* Let's say the number o means that they are afraid that their parents might
start a fight or hit them at any moment.

* How many would you put on the scale?
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(DFather, mother, grandmother, aunt, uncle, XX's
erandfather and grandmother are very worried

about A and B. Mr. 00 and Mr. 00 from the Child

Guidance Center are very worried about A and B.

(2)Dad sometimes hits A and B on the head when
they are making too much noise during the night
shift. When mom was wobbly, he got very angry
and punched her in the face, causing her face to

bleed.



(DWhen their father and mother quarrel, A and B
become very scared. The mother takes A and B and
evacuates to her aunt's house. This has happened
five times so far. But in the end, they go back home.

(2)The same thing happened again this time. But my
aunt got angry and said she wouldn't give A and B
back to their mother and that's why they had to
come to the temporary shelter.



(DThe father and mother are discussing with
everyone who 1s concerned about what they
can do to make sure that A and B don't have to
be afraid anymore.

(2)Right now, A and B don't want to see their
father, but I would like to talk to A and B

about making a safety plan that will make
them feel safe.



BREAVE, BREIAEZ, 35 bRALESHLADILHBRIFETT, 2o 1gG b oA
L1235 b 2 AR, —HHEEFT P LB ) bicko 2RI, KOLTHEI b TRITTILNTE S X
I, BLwb A, BEDbLA, HHIALDLHILET 7V EEVELE, BB
RoThb, FARILEZTZ2DO»IHIMTIDT, MOTL LIV,



e The father and mother are very fond of Hana chan
and Tarou chan. That's why we made a safety plan
with grandma, grandpa, and aunts so that Hana
chan and Tarou chan can stay at home with peace of
mind when they return home from the temporary
shelter. Please listen as I explain to you what you
will be doing when you get home.
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*Hana chan and Tarou chan will live in a tidy and
clean home. They will wear clean clothes, eat good
food, and go to nursery school every day. They
never spend time alone. They will never be beaten
by their father or mother
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* When dad is away and mom is not able to take care of
Hana chan and Tarou chan because she is sick or her
mind catches a cold, she calls grandpa, grandma, and
aunt. Grandma, Grandpa, and Aunt will come to the
house right away to cook dinner and prepare for
tomorrow's preschool. They also take a bath together. If
Mom is not well, they will stay overnight or take Mom

to the hospital.
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* If she can't or won't make a phone call, please call your
grandma, grandpa, or aunt on the number 1-5 of the
kids' cell phone that you gave to Hana chan and Tarou
chan . The first person who can get to your house will
rush there. If you can go to your neighbor Mr. sato, you
can go to him/her. Mr. Sato is also supporting our
safety plan.
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e Dad will make an e

ort not to drink anymore, but if he

does drink and becomes an angry man, please still call
Mom or Hana -chan to call Grandma, Grandpa, or Aunt.

will come to you right away.

* If you don't have time to make a phone call, go to the
back bedroom of your house, lock the door, and then

make a phone call. If you are very scared, please call a

policeman.
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* Grandma, Grandpa, and Aunt will take turns to
visit Hana chan and Tarou chan once a week. Mr.
Kimura from the child guidance center and Mr.
ltou from the city office will also come to your
house.

* If you have any concerns, please feel free to talk to
me, and when you talk to me, please put your
stuffed animal Pochi on the table.
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* Papa and Mama, Grandpa and Grandma, and Aunt love
you, Hana chan and Tarou chan . We will make a
wonderful house so that everyone can feel safe and

happy
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Interview with father and mother
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* The interview was conducted in the presence of the parents and lasted
more than two hours. The following is an excerpt.

-</7\ BEHEKFEOIDPDYICOVWTEARIETHLILDT
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* Please let me know anything you can tell me about your relationship
with the Child Guidance Center.
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* Please let me know anything you can tell me about your
relationship with the Child Guidance Center.
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[t was painful to have my child taken into custody. I wanted her back as soon
as possible. Even though there are various procedures, why does it take so
long? I wish I could see my child more often. It's been a long time since ['ve
been able to see my child without going through the procedures, and I've been
mentally deranged for the past month, and ['ve wanted to sue + + + + for not
being able to see her because of me (and blame myself...). But I thought I had
to do what I could now. I bowed my head to the neighbors and bothered my
father's mother, and I hate just thinking about it. I hate just thinking about
it.(Mother)

e
=

oe X
Ve

>
—

o

-



c (B - TEZHADLTIN>THW I ENHDATY. S,
H<T, ffcnl, BB ZEATERL., INTHIOLNY
ﬁ?)fi%’)’(b\%@ﬁ\fok% EBD. FIAT-WITImh o TWaBH D
HABEL, Lol W IRL, Sldd L7 < & BEERFA K

* | once asked a staff member of the child guidance center where the
abuse came from. Now, I'm too scared to hit or yell at him. | wonder if
the message is being conveyed by this way of discipline. | don't know if
I'm getting the message like before. It doesn't feel right. Now, if | hit
him a little, the child guidance center comes... (Father)
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» (But) there are times when I wonder if it was a good idea.

The child guidance center came in and gave us advice.
"Talking about the foundation...The child became calmer.

(mother) is the type of person who doesn't talk about it
and keeps 1t bottled up. The child became calmer.
Because of everyone's support, no matter how hard it was,

[ was able to do mi best. iMotheri

|

|

|
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* The story of the foundation = what the supervisor told the
parents when the supervisor and the person in charge at the
Child Guidance Center visited the home. The supervisor told
the parents that if the foundation of the family was strong, the
children would eventually come back home. The parents
repeatedly brought up this story.
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* She said, "(My paternal grandmother's daily phone calls) are
sometimes annoying, but I'm grateful that she supports me by
telling me things like, This is what happened,’ as if it were a

regular event. If it weren't for the people around me, my child
might not have come home even now.




<BRI—FTa4>v7lF- - - EDTLEDS
How was the joint meeting...?
FELEWIA>TWaWnWTY LR, HNIFEEBLTL.
RS2 TWYDZEE LA WEI )DL, LW TED A
bWDERSITE, SBREEBVWFEL, SBlFneioTt,
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It wasn't really a discussion, was it? That was a waste of time. It's
better not to force people to do things they don't want to do. I'm

sure there are people who say it's good, but in our case it was an
ugly fight. We didn't like it. (Mother)




<BRXRIAELTIE, SROZEIFEALBERIZ2T2OTL &£ D>
What was this experience like for your father?
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| was denied what | thought was right. | don't feel comfortable with how | should be
angry with my child. | don't know what kind of father | want to be. | don't fully
understand, and there are parts that | don't understand... But I am doing as | am
told, and | won't hit him... Since the child guidance center came in, there has been
less ﬁghtinﬁ... | am confused. We used to %e able to clear things up by arguing, but
now..." (Father)
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"l want my father to be a role model, a scary father. (Mother)
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<What, if anything, did the Child Guidance Center do to help?

+ + + + but |learned a lot of things when the Child Guidance Center came in.
not just about the itinerary and such, but about how to raise the children, and their
advice was very helpful. Because of that, the children are calmer now than they were
then, and that's been a big help. | think | have to thank Ms. XX and Ms. XX (the

person in charge at the child guidance center) for that. (Mother)




<FELDNEWVWTLKNILE=ZDDORDLH Y £ L7=>
<There were three houses that your children wrote for me>.
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* It was a great shock. | thought, 'Oh my God. | thought, "My
God, a child thought like that. That was really painful. It was
also hard for me to know that the child thought that way.
But | don't write letters like that now, and | really don't now.
If we don't get in touch with the Child Guidance Center,
and if they grow up, if they go down the wrong
PAth.eeereereiereeecceereeeeeee If we can get them to build a
solid foundation, they will come back, and | hope they will

become proper adults. So | am very grateful for that.
(Mother)".
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First of all, since this happened, I've been re-evaluating myself, and

I've been thinking abou
should say. | thought it

t what I've been doing wrong, or what |
was the right thing to do, but it wasn't right,

wasn't it, from the perspective of those around me? (Father)
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* <When you say you are not satisfied with something, what is it
that you are not satisfied with? >
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For example, the way the child gets angry? For example,
the way the child gets angry, or the way he interacts with

me, is a little different from what | want, and | don't feel
comfortable with it. Yes, there are parts that don't fit well.

(Father)




<ZNTH, BATIILBWFBECZLELY EROONIZDIE, BETTH 7>
<Why did you still decide to raise your children in a non-violent manner? >
[ £722H2W O3S ICBHBHDE, PTTL, BEabbo&, BEADHRTLL
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| don't want it to be like this again, and | also want to change for the better. (Father)
[ EVHZRT OB OLT, (F é:‘\%?ﬁ?U%ofC\Zfot WE, JZTELTTFELAL
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For the time being, when our children don't come home, we talk here and wonder
when they will come home, and how we should raise them. At first, | don't get angry.
Don't get angry as you are told. Also, don't hit them. Also, | don't know, what was it
again, no hitting, no anger, and what was it again? It means not to quarrel with each
other, right?




<HBIABAMR)NESTEETEZTWLWD DN,
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<What | remember your brother (my uncle on my
mother's side) saying was that the children would "die" if

they went back to this house, and | thought, well, he's
going to say this much...>.
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But after that, | emailed XXX, and he told me that | was taking
them very seriously, and that he wanted me to raise them

properly, and | emailed him and said | was sorry. After that, |
wentto = - - -
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"(This incident of temporary custody) was a good first step for us to
start raising our child again, so | thought it was a good thing..."
(Mother)

Regarding the quarrel. | didn't understand that my child was
having such a hard time..." (Mother)
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<I'm sure you had a lot of difficulties, but what was it that made your parents
work so hard?
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<. (8]
The four of us are a family, and there are good things and bad things, and |
want to do something about it. Even if we have a hard time, we can get
through it with everyone together. | thought | would just do my best.
(Mother)".
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The child said, "I want a beetle. Beetles are not something we buy. We go

out to catch them. In nature. That's why there was no compromise on
what we used to do in the past, or what we used to catch, or what we used

to buy now. So let's go pick them, let's %(o see them, rlghtp It's hard work.
It's a lot of work, isn't it? It's a lot of wor



"So, what kind of fish is fish in nutrition education? So we decided to go
fishing. We caught a fish. Then we went fishing, and we cut them up, and
we ate them because we caught them. Fish don't come pre-cooked, like a
cooked horse mackerel, when it's swimming.... Well, if that's the case,
then I'd like to catch a fish and try to eat it by myself. I'll see what it's like.
(Father)".



<FBTCORTARYIZLTWA Z EIFATTH>
What is important to you in raising your child?
[ED ST LTI TINTA, EFFDEHV - - - FHIIE, BLID
S LA T LA »7ziiNE, SIEXWEDNA-TL S(H)]
I o N, HEOANFENE XY, SETEDPDDLLLRLCTHEETT
Wi &eB->TWic -+ - (X))
"People who helped me when | was having a hard time, neighbors... Before, |
only heard bad rumors, but now | hear good things (mother).

Local people, local people are surprisingly important. "Local people and
community members are surprisingly important. | used to think I could live

without them... (Father)




<OOKXTFHEYICTESZ LIFATT D>
<What are some of the things you can be proud of in your oo family>?

[fETIhh, FARICEENTEH, FEBLBIIR-TINS.
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It's a bond. No matter how far away we are, the children always come back. ...|
decided not to make them sad anymore. (Mother)

Wﬁ%, - i, RERE0R, —4, REAWNICHLHED - - -
(20)

"l also believe that ... bonds, the bonds of the whole family, are fundamental
for life...
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Interview with the person in charge




<EABZEDNBEEROH LRV HEAEL ST-DTL &
D D>

<What made this a meaningful initiative>?
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* It was a very rare case in a sense, but the paternal side of the family was
on the side of the mother, and the whole family was on the side of the
mother. In a sense, it was a very rare case, but the paternal family clearly
understood what they needed to do. They were able to coordinate well.
In order to do so, the mother might not have been able to see the issues
on her own. There were people who became my allies, people who
worked hard, people who guided me, and people who were kind to her.
It was good that | was able to play a coordinating role in figuring out
what to do without wavering.



< HAZIZEITEALBRKEIZDOTL &£ D D>
<What is the role of a coordinator?
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ZLT(Who72Z &)l




* "The safety of the child was the most important thing, but as a
family, they tended to get carried away by things like wanting
to hold a field day or doing something during the summer
vacation, but we knew that the safety of the child was the
priority. However, the family and the team in the child

guidance center worked together to coordinate the situation
one by one.
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<How was the mvolvement ofthe Child Gwdance Center h
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The subjective opinions of the adults, which differed from each other, led
to a lot of shouting. It seems that the children are at the mercy of what
the adults say, but the adults have their own ways of perceiving the
situation, and the children are being pushed around by the conflicts
between the adults... The children are being pushed around, and they are
pulling each other's hands (or feet?). It was good that the family was able
to face the fact that this is the issue.... The child is at the mercy of (the
child is placed in) a situation where it seems as if the child is advocating

by proxy. On the contrary... as the child was allowed to choose the adult in
the safety circle and so on, the trouble disappeared.



<FELIZEATHLL Y ZETEZTILDRE -7, EWHDIEED
WH Z & TIH>

What do you mean when you say that having your child choose you has
reduced trouble?
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"Nothing bad actually happened when | went out with the person my
child chose. On the other hand, when the mother was not feeling well,
the family was able to recognize that they were protected by being
connected to people through the safety plan. But now | know that | don't
have to put myself in dangerous situations.
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What was going on there?
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However, it was not possible for the two of them to do this alone, and the
vicious circle was broken by having the paternal side of the family
watching over the child and the maternal side of the family.
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<What did your mother have to go through to come to terms with that>
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She said, "l think she likes to socialize, but her paternal grandmother gave
her good advice on how to deal with her children. It was good that she

was able to give me concrete advice, such as sending me a fax every day to
study something | couldn't teach myself...
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<What role did you play as the child welfare officer in charge?
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| think the family must have had that kind of power to begin with.

The mother's side looked after the children, and the father's side provided
concrete support, as well as the support of the neighboring uncles. There
were fathers and mothers who were willing to work on it without shame
or embarrassment. There were adults who were willing to support them...
| was able to sort out the vicious cycle of ego. We were able to sort out the
vicious cycle of ego... | guess you could say that we were able to reconnect
the threads that had become tangled.
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What did you learn from this "collaborative" practice?
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"It's difficult to find a third party to protect safety, but it's important...




ZDT—ADMBFEATSZ & What we learned from this case
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In cases of domestic violence, no matter what the reason or trigger, the responsibility for the act lies with the
perpetrator, the father.

"What questions could have helped the father to accept his responsibility as a father when he said he would not
hit without a reason?

The father did not make strong denials about violence.

As he said in the interview, "It doesn't feel right not to hit him.

But he also told me that he would not do it again.

He told us that the reason for this was that if he did it again, the child guidance centre would come.
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* That may well have been the case. But in hindsight, | think it was a slightly
oblique comment from father.

* We did not hold the father responsible.

* We didn't hold him accountable, but in the course of our dialogue, which
focused on the future of the child, he decided to take responsibility for
hlmselfas a father.

"I think that's what he meant when he said, "l won't do it again.




